Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.168; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
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Comment
Chalcones are a class of naturally occurring compounds with interesting biological properties such as cytotoxicity (Pandey et al., 2005) , antiherpes activity and antitumour activity (Conti, 2006) and may be useful for the chemotherapy of leishmaniasis among others (Lawrence et al., 2001) . Chalcone derivatives are also used as antibiotics (Nielsen et al., 2005) and as anti malerials (Dominguez et al., 2005) . Recently, the crystal structures of some methyl-and bromo-substituted chalcones have been reported by our group (Sarojini et al., 2007 and references cited therein) . In a continuation of our studies, the title chalcone derivative was synthesized and its crystal structure is reported here.
The molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1) adopts an E configuration with respect to the C═C double bond of the propenone unit. The two aromatic rings are not coplanar, they dihedral angle they form being 46.91 (14) 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by adding 50% KOH (2.5 ml) to a solution of 4-methylacetophenone (1.34 g, 0.01 mol) and 3-bromobenzaldehyde (1.86 g, 0.01 mol) in ethanol (25 ml) at 273 K. The mixture was stirred for an hour and poured into crushed ice. The resulting yellow precipitate was collected by filtration and purified by recrystallization from ethanol.
Single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were grown by slow evaporation of an acetone solution (yield 80%). Analytical data: found (calculated): C %, 63.78 (63.81); H%, 4.30 (4.35).
Refinement
All H atoms were placed at calculated positions and refined using the riding model approximation, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. Fig. 1 . A view of the molecule of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
Figures
(E)-3-(3-Bromophenyl)-1-(4-methylphenyl)prop-2-en-1-one
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
Br1-C1 1.899 (5) C8-H8 0.9300 O1-C9 1.220 (6) C9-C10 1.486 (7) C1-C2 1.368 (7) C10-C15 1.383 (7) C1-C6 1.370 (7) C10-C11 1.388 (6) C2-C3 1.382 (6) C11-C12 1.384 (7) C2-H2 0.9300 C11-H11 0.9300 C3-C4 1.398 (6) C12-C13 1.382 (7) C3-C7 1.464 (7) C12-H12 0.9300 C4-C5 1.374 (7) C13-C14 1.373 (7) C4-H4 0.9300 C13-C16 1.510 (8) C5-C6 1.377 (7) C14-C15 1.380 (7) C5-H5 0.9300 C14-H14 0.9300 C6-H6 0.9300 C15-H15 0.9300 C7-C8 1.309 (7) C16-H16A 0.9600 C7-H7 0.9300 C16-H16B 0.9600
